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Dear Pastor, 

My name is Elizabeth Vinturella. I am a Christian mother and wife, and I am writing to you today because I believe 

God is calling me to share my story.  

Three years ago, my husband, David, and I lost our cherished 12-year-old daughter, Samantha, in a boating 

accident in Shell Beach, LA. You may remember the event, as the three-day search for her body in the murky 

waters was covered extensively by the media. The Lord walked so closely with me during those devastating days. 

He literally carried me; never leaving me alone in the agonizing days that followed, and indeed has made His 

presence known repeatedly and in so many remarkable ways. He has given me physical signs in very unlikely 

places, and He has guided my heart and soul to stay focused on Him. I have had obstacles, challenges, 

breakdowns and doubts. Always, he has found a way to bring me back to Him.  

Recently, I read all of the newspaper articles and watched the videos detailing the circumstances surrounding 

Samantha's death. The media reported the earthly events – the who, what, when, where and why – of the boating 

accident. However, those who had access to Sam's story via the media only know one side of the story. I have long 

known that God’s story – the greater story – must be shared, and on this day, a sweet, small voice resonated: Tell 

My story! 

The last picture taken of Samantha, about five minutes before her entry into Heaven, is of her holding a fish she 

caught. Like so many other signs I have received from the Lord, this picture daily confirms that God’s story must 

be told and that we are called to be “fishers of men.” Matthew 4:19.  

 In 2 Timothy 1:8 Jesus tells us, "Therefore do not be ashamed about the testimony of our Lord, nor me His 

prisoner, but share in the suffering for the gospel, by the power of God."  I am reaching out today to ask if there is 

an event or occasion that would allow me to tell God’s story. Once before, I have shared His story at the St. 

Timothy on the Northshore United Methodist Church's Women of Hope Conference in 2013. Following the event, 

Pastor James Mitchell mentioned the impact of the lives in attendance and how it had strengthened their faith. I 

have also created a blog, www.justdotoday that will more fully describe my experiences and my desire to glorify 

God through my testimony.  

 My walk with Christ is ongoing, and I know there is so much more that He has in store. But today I know that he is 

leading me as in Jesus' words in Luke 8:39 "Return home and tell how much God has done for you." 

 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Vinturella 

http://www.justdotoday/
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